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firm associative connection between the original object and its
substitutes. Thus the existence of anything like erotic feeling
towards brothers, sisters, or other members of the family or
towards persons resembling the parents in age or appearance
ceases to be tolerated and at each fresh choice of object the
associative link becomes less marked, so that finally it may
cease altogether to be traceable. Thus at maturity the individual
should, for practical purposes, be free to direct his love towards
those who show no resemblance of any kind to the first object
of his dawning affection. This may be looked upon as the
normal goal of the development of the love impulse in relation
to its objects. Any failure to attain this goal must, it would
seem, be regarded as constituting to some extent a failure or
arrest of development with respect to this highly important
aspect of the individual's mental growth.